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1809-1865

mong all the great figures of American history
Lthere is none who is regarded by his countrymen
to-day with deeper reverence and affection than Abra-
ham Lincoln. Yet this great man was born the poorest
of the poor. Like Andrew Jackson he was a son of the
people. He had none of the advantages which come
from birth and wealth, and his chief possessions were
the strength and uprightness of his own character, which
enabled him to overcome all difficulties, and ultimately
to guide the United States through the period of the
greatest danger that country had so far experienced.

Abraham's father was Thomas Lincoln. He was a
fanner and carpenter by profession, but in character he
was a good-natured ne'er-do-well, without education,
unable to read or write, and with no desire to improve
himself. Fortunately for himself, however, and for his
children he married a woman of much stronger charac-
ter and intellect. Her Jiame was Nancy Hanks, and
they were married on June 12, 1806, and lived for a time
in Elizabethtown, Kentucky.

Thriftless Thomas, however, could not stop in one
place long. Soon he and his wife were on the move
again, this time to Rock Spring Farm, three miles from
Hodgenville, Kentucky, and there on February 12,
1809, their son Abraham was born. Poor Nancy Lin-
coln ! One feels rather sorry for her and her little boy.
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